
PRIVATE LIVES – Amanda and Elyot audition 
 
AMANDA I'm in such a rage. 
ELYOT  So am I. 
AMANDA  What are we to do? 
ELYOT  I don't know. 
 Pause.  
AMANDA  Whose yacht is that? 
ELYOT  The Duke of Westminster's I expect. It always is. 
AMANDA  I wish I were on it. 
ELYOT  I wish you were too. 
AMANDA  There's no need to be nasty. 
ELYOT  Yes there is, every need. I've never in my life felt a greater urge to be nasty. 
AMANDA  And you've had some urges in your time, haven't you? 
ELYOT  If you start bickering with me, Amanda, I swear I'll throw you over the edge. 
AMANDA Try it, that's all, just try it. 
ELYOT  You've upset everything, as usual. 
AMANDA  I've upset everything! What about you? 
ELYOT  Ever since the first moment I was unlucky enough to set eyes on you, my life has 

been insupportable.  
AMANDA  Oh do shut up, there's no sense in going on like that. 
ELYOT  Nothing's any use. There's no escape, ever.  
AMANDA  Don't be melodramatic. 
ELYOT  Do you want a cocktail? There are two here.  
AMANDA  There are two over here as well. 
ELYOT  We'll have my two first. 
AMANDA  Shall we get roaring, screaming drunk? 
ELYOT  I don't think that would help, we did it once before and it was a dismal failure. 
AMANDA  It was lovely at the beginning. 
ELYOT  You have an immoral memory, Amanda. Here's to you. They raise their glasses 

solemnly and drink. 
AMANDA  I tried to get away the moment after I'd seen you, but he wouldn't budge. 
ELYOT  What's his name?  
AMANDA  Victor, Victor Prynne. 
ELYOT  (toasting) Mr and Mrs Victor Prynne. (He drinks) Mine wouldn't budge either. 
AMANDA  What's her name?  
ELYOT  Sibyl. 
AMANDA  (toasting) Mr and Mrs Elyot Chase. (She drinks) God pity the poor girl. 
ELYOT  Are you in love with him?  



AMANDA  Of course. 
ELYOT  How funny. 
AMANDA  I don't see anything particularly funny about it, you're in love with yours, aren't 

you? 
ELYOT  Certainly. 
AMANDA  There you are then. 
ELYOT  There we both are then. A pause.  
AMANDA  What's she like? 
ELYOT  Fair, very pretty, plays the piano beautifully.  
AMANDA  Very comforting. 
ELYOT  How's yours? 
AMANDA  I don't want to discuss him. 
ELYOT  Well, it doesn't matter, he'll probably come popping out in a minute and I shall 

see for myself. Does he know I'm here?  
AMANDA  Yes, I told him. 
ELYOT  That's going to make things a whole lot easier. 
AMANDA  You needn't be frightened, he won't hurt you.  
ELYOT  If he comes near me I'll scream the place down.  
AMANDA  Does Sibyl know I'm here? 
ELYOT  No, I pretended I'd had a presentiment. I tried terribly hard to persuade her to 

leave for Paris. 
AMANDA  I tried too, it's lucky we didn't both succeed, isn't it? Otherwise we should 

probably all have joined up on the road somewhere. 
ELYOT  In some frowsy little hotel. 
AMANDA  Oh dear, it would have been much, much worse. 
ELYOT  I can see us all sailing down in the morning for an early start. 
 They both laugh intimately, moving nearer to each other. Suddenly they become 

aware of what is happening and stop laughing. 
AMANDA  (after a pause) What's happened to yours? 
ELYOT  Didn't you hear her screaming? She's downstairs in the dining-room I think. 
AMANDA  Mine is being grand, in the bar.  
ELYOT  It really is awfully difficult. 
 A pause.   
AMANDA  Have you known her long? 
ELYOT  About four months, we met in a house-party in Norfolk.  
AMANDA  Very flat, Norfolk.  


